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247.292 Special Topic: New Zealand Agriculture and Environment

Credit value:  
15 Massey University Credits

Prescription:
A Field Study Tour providing an introduction to a wide range of New Zealand environments – urban and rural; coastal, inland, glacial and mountain terrain; oceans, rivers and lakes; farmed and conservation land.  Site visits and presentations introduce examples of key primary and tourism industries, illustrating the importance of these to the New Zealand economy and integrating discussion of key environmental and cultural considerations.   

Learning Experience:  
Students will tour the North and South Island by bus, stay in shared accommodation venues and will visit some outdoor venues that will require a moderate degree of physical fitness.  Students will be required to access information from the internet for study purposes, and also to attend presentations and site visits during the tour that will provide the basis for assessed assignment work.

Prerequisites/expected prior learning:  
At least four 15-credit (or equivalent) 100-level papers in approved subject areas, which should include at least two from: environmental and agricultural sciences; natural sciences; social sciences and business studies.

Learning outcomes:
Students who successfully complete this paper will be able to:
1. Describe and discuss a range of New Zealand environments with respect to their geography, geology, flora and fauna.
2. Outline key primary and tourism industries that are crucial to the New Zealand economy.
3. Explain ways in which colonisation, urbanisation, tourism and development of primary industries have interacted with and influenced New Zealand environments, culture and the New Zealand economy.
4. Give examples of the diversity and interactions of environmental and resource management issues in New Zealand, arising from local, national and global influences.
5. Discuss the complexities of human perceptions, values and ethics surrounding environmental issues.
6. Provide balanced discussion of the economic benefits and environmental issues associated with the growth of New Zealand’s Agricultural, Horticultural, Aquaculture and Tourism industries.

Online component:
Partially Taught Online - As part of the paper is taught online, Broadband access will be provided and students will need to bring a laptop. In addition to accessing the Paper Guide, students will be required to access core and supplementary digital study resources, contribute to discussion fora and complete online activities and assessment tasks. Core study resources that can be published in print will be supplied to the students who request them. Learn more about Stream, our online learning environment.

Contact Dates:
Start Date: Monday, 26 May 2014
End Date: Sunday, 8 June 2014

Assessments:
1	Pre-study questions (LO 1, 2, 3)					15%
2.	Tour diary and theme development (LO 1, 2, 3, 4)		30%
3.	Tour Report (LO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)					40%
4.	Discussion Fora (LO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)				15%

Note:  Students must complete all components and achieve a 50% mark overall. There is no examination for this paper.

Learning hours:
This paper involves 150 total learning hours, comprised of the following elements.
Pre-study questions			12 hours pre-arrival and 3 hours review after arrival
Tour diary and theme development	35 hours
Tour report  				60 hours
Discussion fora				40 hours
			

Notes:
Pre-study questions will aid students in developing some knowledge about New Zealand prior to arrival, review of written material and by discussion soon after arrival will assess the level and correctness of knowledge attained, with advice to correct any misunderstanding.

Tour diary will be a daily record of information and sketches and/or calculations as relevant, in a notebook, which should also have key details transferred to a computer log as backup.  ‘Theme development’ will be the development of the main focus to be taken in the Tour Report.  This will be decided by the student in consultation with Tour Advisors.  Students may decide to focus primarily on environmental/conservation issues, or on one or more particular industries, or a combination of both.  Development of the Theme should include some provisional draft headings for the Tour Report.  The Theme may be adjusted during the Tour, reasons for adjustments (e.g. revision of ideas as the Tour progresses) should be noted in the Tour Diary.

Tour Report will be a comprehensive report following the theme decided by the student, with reference to information gained on tour, through observations while travelling and at site visits and presentations.  This information should be supplemented through on-line or other sources as appropriate, and all sources should be appropriately referenced. The tour diary and the discussion fora will also contribute to the development of the overall report.  A format outline and assessment schedule will be provided for this report.  The report should be developed progressively during the tour, taking advantage of advice from the tour supervisors and via email to other advisors as relevant.  

Discussion fora will be held during the trip, to assist students with formulating ideas, comparing and contrasting viewpoints, and in developing the Tour report.  Discussion will include small group and entire class formats, and will be assessed based on participation and quality of interaction and information offered.  There will be a final review forum on one of the last days of the tour.
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